LEGISLATION AND PRACTICE IN THE FIELD OF INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION
USA

CENTRAL AUTHORITY: 
a / The US State Department of the United States - its functions include all functions of the Central Authority under the Hague Convention. The main addressee for matters relating to the Convention is the Office of the Bureau of Consular Affairs;
(b) United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), which is part of the Department of National Security, is the US authority empowered to accept applications for adoption under Article 14 of the Hague Convention;
(c) American accredited agencies, temporary accredited agencies and approved persons shall carry out the duties provided in Articles 15 to 21 of the Hague Convention in accordance with Article 22, with the exception of the consent of Article 17 (c), that the adoption can continue, which is issued by the State Department in cases where the US is a host country.

PROCEDURE:
1.	Selection of an accredited agency and provision of a social report
US citizens wishing to adopt a child from a State with ratified Convention must first choose a US accredited organization, temporary accredited organization or approved person to mediate their international adoption. Following the entry into force of the Hague Convention on the United States, adoption of a child by a State from the Convention may only take place through a US organization accredited by the Accreditation Council or the Department of Human Resources. Moreover, only such an agency can carry out the social research of the adopter and prepare the social report. If the social report is prepared by an adoptive agency that is not accredited, it must be approved by an accredited agency in order for the adoption to be authorized by US agencies.

The minimum content of a social report is: 
a. Personal interviews and visits to the prospective adoptive parent’s home – at least one personal interview with each family member and at least one home visit;
b. Assessment of candidate adoptive parents for their possibilities to take care of the adopted child, assessment of physical, mental and emotional abilities, assessment of financial possibilities, history of passive or active family violence, previous disapproval for adoption procedures or previous unfavorable social studies, court records, check-ups in child abuse registers or records of child miss care;
c. Assessment of living condition;
d. Comment on the opportunity for the adoptive parents to accept a child with special needs;
e. Explicit approval of the prospective adoptive parents to adopt a child / children as well as the characteristics of the child / children recommended by the social worker, the number of children if more than one;
f. Certificate of competence of the social researcher;
g. Approval of the social report by a state authority, if provided in US law
h. Updates and additions to the Social Report.

2.	Submission of Form I-800A and obtaining approval I-797C
After the social report has been prepared and approved, the prospective adoptive parents should complete Form I-800A (Compatibility Petition for Child Adoption of a Convention State) and submit it along with the social report and relevant fee to USCIS. The USCIS then determines the time and place of fingerprinting of the prospective adoptive parents to go through the FIRS-FBI procedure to demonstrate that they have a purely judicial past and are not in the FBI system. The FRIS reference is forwarded to USCIS. The fingerprints thus taken are valid for 15 months.	
Once USCIS is convinced that prospective adopters are able to take care of a foster child and provide him with a stable home, Petition I-800A-I-797C is granted. I-797C should indicate the specific Convention country from which the child will be adopted and the specific characteristics of the child - number of children, gender, age, special needs, etc. The I-797C form is valid for a period of 15 months from the date of the fingerprints, but its action may be renewed for a further 15 months by submitting Appendix 3 to I-800A by the prospective adoptive parents.

3.	Submitting an application for adoption in the country of origin and receiving a child's offer
After obtaining the approval of I-797C, the prospective adoptive parents send it together with their social report and their adoption dossier to the Convention State from which they wish to adopt a child. If this state considers that they are fit to adopt according to its law, they shall submit to the prospective adoptive parents a child's proposal, together with a report under Article 16 of the Hague Convention.
The Republic of Bulgaria requires the prospective adoptive parents to contact the proposed child, at least for five days. Once the contact has been established and the decision has been made to adopt the proposed child, the prospective adoptive parents proceed to the next stage of the procedure.

4.	Submitting Form I-800 to USCIS
Upon accepting a child's offer, the adoptive parents submit to USCIS Form I-800 (Petition to classify an adopted as an immediate relative by the Convention). This form must be submitted before the child's sixteenth birthday. The purpose of this petition is the conditional approval of the US Central Authority for the adoptive parents to adopt the particular child. USCIS makes a provisional judgment, based on the information available, whether the child is subject to adoption under US law and whether it can be admitted to the United States after adoption.
Following the positive conditional judgment, USCIS forward the Petition I-800 to the National Visa Center (NVC), which in turn completes the case and sends it to the respective embassy in the country of origin.
The Bulgarian accredited organization applies for an immigrant visa to the Consul at the US Embassy in Sofia. The application is completed form DS-230 Part I and Part II, accompanied by a visa fee of $ 400, a photograph of the child and a power of attorney from the prospective adoptive parents empowering the Bulgarian accredited organization to represent them before the US Embassy in Sofia in the immigration procedure. If the consular officer determines that the child can immigrate to the United States, he shall notify the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Bulgaria by issuing a Letter under Article 5 (Letter of Lack of Objections), which is an agreement of the US Central Authority under Art. 17c of the Hague Convention for the continuation of the adoption procedure of the particular child.

5.	Adoption of the child in the country of origin
Before adopting the child in the country of origin, the US candidate adopters must have gone through the above four stages. Only after finishing the prior procedures they can continue with the adoption.
Afterwards is the procedure for adopting the particular child by the Bulgarian law. 

6.	Obtaining an immigrant visa for the child
Upon completion of the adoption process under Bulgarian law, the adoptive parents should take the necessary action to provide an immigrant visa to the child. Firstly, in order to obtain an immigration visa, the child must meet the "child's definition" under Article 101 (b) (1) (G) of the Immigration and Citizenship Act: "a child is subject below the age of sixteen to the moment of filing the petition on behalf of the child for classification as an immediate relative under Article 201 (b) who has been adopted in a foreign State that is a part to the Convention on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in the Field of International Adoption, Hague 29 May 1993 or who emigrated from such a foreign country to be adopted in the US by American citizens, spouses or married / unmarried US citizen aged at least 25 years. ".
In order for the child's immigrant visa to be issued, it must be personally present at the US Embassy in Sofia together with the adoptive parents and the following documents should be submitted:
- Court decision by Sofia Civic Court to allow adoption;
- A new birth certificate;
- The international passport of the child;
- A medical examination certificate issued by a US Embassy authorized medical organization proving that the child has received all the immunizations required by United States legislation.

If the child is over the age of 14, the consular officer must take his fingerprints.

7.	Types of Immigrant Visas and Acquisition of US Citizenship
The IH-3 visa receives a child who is adopted in a country under the Hague Convention. Children under the age of 18 automatically receive US citizenship after entering the US territory with an IH-3 visa. In such cases, USCIS automatically sends a Citizenship Certificate without requiring additional forms and fees to be paid.
The IH-4 visa receives a child who goes to the United States from a State of the Hague Convention and will be adopted in the United States. IH-4 visa recipients do not automatically receive US citizenship but are legal residents of the United States until adoption is complete and final.
Insofar as adoption is complete and definitive in Bulgaria under Bulgarian law, children with habitual domicile in Bulgaria adopted by US citizens receive IH-3 immigrant visas and become US citizens automatically when they enter the United States.

8.	Recognizing the decision of the Bulgarian court to allow adoption.
Under the current US law referred to in paragraph 1 at the beginning of this report, the decision to grant full adoption of a child from a country under the Hague Convention by a US citizens is automatically recognized in all 50 US states.

