
LEGISLATION AND PRACTICE IN THE FIELD OF INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION

AUSTRIA



Procedure:
Prerequisites:

	 A minimum of 18 years between prospective adoptive parents and a child. There is no upper limit to the age of the prospective adoptive parents, but it is desirable to be up to 40-45 years of age.


	The spouse is 30 and the wife is 28 years old.

   
	There is no explicit requirement that prospective adoptive parents are married. 


Competent authorities for the issue of the documents for international adoption:

	Central authority: Federal Ministry of Justice, which coordinates the activities of provincial central authorities.
	The central body in each province is the provincial government, which acts as the Central Authority for International Adoptions. There is one Central Office in each provincial government that organizes the work on international adoptions. In the relevant Central Authorities, there is a RAP referral department for adopted children and children for upbringing who issues the permission for adoption of the particular family based on the study of the relevant service with the District Administration.


	The authorities in the federal provinces which are competent to check the adequacy for adoption are: The youth departments of the Regional Governments of the domicile of the candidates in each federal province or organizations having such assigned functions. 


Procedure:

Candidates shall apply to the above bodies / departments with request. The eligibility check is preceded by a visit to mandatory preparatory courses for candidates. It ends with a document of adequacy. In most federal provinces it is not limited in time, but may be limited to three years. This does not interfere with international procedures, as the competent authorities monitor the validity of the documents before the expiry date (if limited by the time it is updated).. 

	Preparation of social report and other documents for international adoption a) The social report and other official documents (suitability, parental rights) can be prepared by the District government, respectively by an organization which is authorized to do so; b) Only the social report may be prepared by private non-profit organizations to which the State has delegated these functions. The other documents for the international procedure are prepared by the authority that checked the adequacy or by the Central Authority of the Convention of Hague.


Validity and duration of adoption documents: 

	The adequacy document is usually not limited in time, but it may also be limited. If there is a limit, it is usually three years and it is described in it. This limitation is not an obstacle for continuation of the validity of the relevant document. Upon actual verification by the competent authorities, the expiry date can be extended if desired by the candidates for the purposes of the international adoption procedure. 


	Documents for international adoption can be sent abroad by the Central Authorities or by private organizations authorized to work abroad for the country concerned; in the different provinces there is a different practices, some allow sending of documents abroad only by state authorities.

 
	Update of documents: 

	The Central Authorities or organizations that have the authority to mediate for international adoption who have sent the documents to the country of origin may:

 
	Update when needed (change of circumstances social report, profile of desired child)
	Send the annual confirmations for the adoption project;

           
Post-adoption control: 
 
Performed by the Central Body or Organization Intermediate, in accordance with the requirements of the country of origin in co-operation with the adoptive parents. For this purpose, the candidate-adopters sign a contract (with the intermediary organization) or they declare to the Central Authority that they will assist the latter to prepare such post-adoption reports abroad. The deadlines and the number of reports shall be drawn up in accordance with the requirements of the country of origin of the child.




